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In article the results of public opinion poll of the EU countries population are presented, 

their relationship to the process of expanding the Union is marked, the attitude of Ukrai-

nians to Ukraine’s membership of the EU is defined. The problems and prospects of signing 

the Association Agreement between Ukraine and the European Union were considered. 

The article is based on the results of research conducted by the Razumkov Centre.

Introduction.The aim of the Association Agreement between Ukraine 

and the European Union is the integration deepening between Ukraine 

and EU in the sphere of politics, trade, culture and security. It should be 

noted that the extension has its social costs — territory, population and 

overall economic potential of the Union are increasing but at the same 

time — the economic performance in per capita terms are decreasing. Ex-

panding its socio-economic and political space the EU is sacrificing the 

current interests of providing maximum life’s quality of the Community 

members for achieving the strategic goals.

Analysis of pasadena exploration thing. The problems and the prospects 

of signing the Association agreement between Ukraine and the European 

Union are considered in many scientific and journalistic articles but Ra-

zumkov centre and his staff have made a very significant contribution to 

the study of the relations of Europeans concerning entry of Ukraine into 

the European Union [1—5]. This requires the generalization and systema-

tization of obtained results.

Purpose of article — is a determination of the population ratio of the 

European Union to the accession of Ukraine into the European Union, the 

prob lems and prospects of agreement implementation in the European 

Union.

The results of the research. The decision of the fifth enlargement of 

the EU, as distinct from the previous stages, had rather political than eco-

nomic motives and  remains today  major challenge facing the EU cur-

rently. The accession of 12 new countries (without Turkey) will increase 

the territory of the EU by 34 %, the population by 28 % while total GDP 

increased by only 4.8 %. Significant reduction of average level of GDP 

per capita in the EU can cause dissatisfaction of European Union mem-
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ber states by population: the decline in living stan-

dards for uncertain compensation in the future — 

is rather controversial formula for pragmatic Euro-

peans [1].

The relation of the EU countries population in 

view is ambiguous and far from unanimous sup-

port of this process. 43 % of the EU countries pop-

ulation agreed that the Union should increasing 

the new member countries; at the same time, 35 % 

of respondents do not support the expansion pro-

cess. Interestingly the majority supporters of EU 

expansion are living mainly in countries with rela-

tively low levels of economic development. Mo-

reover in the leading countries of the EU that are 

significantly affect on the definition of the EU 

strategy, the part of expansion supporters is only 

slightly more than a third. Quite reluctant EU ci-

tizens are relating to the possibility of receiving 

membership fees to the European Union. Only a 

fifth of respondents (21 %) believe that the EU 

should be open to everyone and almost half (44 %) 

admit such possibility only for individual states.

Taking into account the high level of democra-

cy development in the EU and the fact that the 

vast majority (71 %) of EU citizens were in favor 

of postponing the expansion in the event of the 

discovery of its negative consequences, it can be 

noted that the enlargement process can become 

unpredictable from the point of support view for 

its community of EU member countries. The 

views of the Ukraine’s population are also curious 

to the borders of which (EU) Ukraine is coming. 

Our compatriots appreciate positively process of 

expanding the European Union (EU). The largest 

part of the population (32.1 %) confident that the 

process of expanding the EU will improve its rela-

tions with Ukraine. Only just one in ten (9.6 %) 

held the opposite point of view [1].

It is desirable that the appearance of wealthy 

neighbor EU — on the Ukrainian border was not a 

booster of the traditional expectations of aid but 

also incentive to rebuild their own economy. Now 

the company has the potential for strengthening 

European values of the population. It can inten-

sify the improvement of cooperation of Ukraine 

with the EU, the candidate countries, as well as 

their interest in the integration of Ukraine into 

the European community. But this causing our 

citizens visible skepticism: only 18.4 % of respon-

dents believe that the EU countries related to Uk-

raine as a potential partner; the majority of the 

population (62.4 %) believe that the EU members 

or indifferent to the possible membership of 

Uk raine in EU (35.4 %) or skeptical, considering 

that Ukraine has no prospects of joining the EU 

(27 %).

At the same time our compatriots are aware of 

the fact of significant economic decline cons train-

ing the Ukrainian European integration: the grea-

test part of the citizens (39.8 %) believe the real 

output of our country on the economic level of 

the EU leading countries only after 20 years. 

However despite this the majority of them (66 %) 

believe that Ukraine should join the EU in the 

next 5—10 years. 

The approach of the EU to the Ukrainian bor-

der does not give grounds for overly nice and dra-

matic scenarios of economic development rela-

tions. Obviously it should be soberly recognized 

that the modern state of the Ukrainian economy 

and the level of economic cooperation with the 

EU will not reduce to the rapid accession of 

Ukraine to the European Union or to its isolation. 

The consequences of EU expansion for Ukraine 

will mainly be determined on the one hand by do-

mestic institutional and structural reforms in the 

European Union in its extended form, by the stra-

tegy of the EU’s external relations in the Eastern 

direction, and on the other hand by the ability of 

Ukraine to effective institutional and structural 

change within the country. That is the key for 

Ukrainian European integration should probably 

be sought not in Brussels but in Kiev.

Membership in the Union last decade has not 

created significant barriers to the development of 

trade and economic relations with other count-

ries. Reorientation of the candidate countries on 

the development of trade and economic relations 

with the EU basically has already been done. There 

are no sufficient grounds to assume that the acces-

sion of individual countries in the EU must inevi-

tably lead to the collapse of their trade and eco-

nomic relations with Ukraine [1].

Export and import operations of the candidate 

countries with the current EU members are al-

ready being implemented on the basis of free trade 

and a common external customs tariff which will 

join the new members of the Union, on average, 

lower than existing national customs levels. At the 

same time in some cases there will be an increasing 

of the tariff protection level. This is especially con-

cerning the Baltic States. Ukraine with them has 

signed agreements on free trade which should be 

null and void after the entry of these countries into 
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the EU. The volume of Ukrainian exports to the 

countries of the region can reach 15-20%.

EU expansion may lead to intensification of 

competition between Ukrainian producers and en-

terprises of new EU member states in the single 

market of the European Union. This will mainly 

relate the companies of the ferrous metallurgy sec-

tor. However this influence may be limited in con-

nection with the adoption of the new EU members 

the European social standards and norms of envi-

ronmental protection. Ukraine may even increase 

their competitive advantage in sectors that are par-

ticularly sensitive to competition on price para-

meters of goods because in the countries — new 

EU member states will increase the cost of pro-

duction. This creates the incentives to transfer 

some of the more simple production facilities on 

the territory of Ukraine. But such development 

can be hardly attributed to favorable from the point 

of long-term strategy view of Ukraine.

The position of the Ukrainian products manu-

facturers with a high level of added value in the 

short and medium term will not significantly 

change — taking into account the small current 

volumes of such exports to the candidate countries. 

In the long run they will depend on Ukraine’s 

European technical standards and European qua-

lity level [1].

The position of the Ukrainian agrarian pro-

ducers in the enlarged EU market will depend on 

two factors: first the level of their compliance with 

the EU standards; secondly from the changes that 

will occur in its common agricultural policy. In this 

context Ukraine should clearly define the priority 

directions of convergence of Ukrainian and Euro-

pean standards and technical requirements appli-

cable in agriculture.

EU expansion will intensify the promotion of 

its producers on the markets of third countries 

therefore it is possible to predict the pressure in-

creasing  in terms of the Ukrainian market open-

ing. The expansion of the European Union will 

bring it to the first place as a market for Ukrainian 

goods and to the second — as a source of Ukrai-

nian imports. It means that the dynamics of eco-

nomic processes in the EU will significantly affect 

on the economic situation in Ukraine, taking into 

account the high level of its economy openness. 

The high degree of influence will require the new 

approaches to the development and implemen-

tation of economic policies taking into account 

the tendencies of world economic development 

relations and economic conditions particular in 

Europe.

Meanwhile, the CIS countries (primarily Rus-

sia) will hold the championship in the Ukrainian 

import. Consequently, a foreign trade of Ukraine 

will be characterized by increasing tendency of 

the presence on the EU market while in  short im-

ports and even in medium term will continue the 

dominance of the CIS countries [1].

In general the roots of the most problems for 

Ukrainian exporters which will arise due to the EU 

expansion, the gap of Ukraine from candidate 

countries in the field of market-oriented socio-

economic transformation and rate of economic 

and technological modernization, affecting on com-

petitiveness in an open market environment.

Do not being a WTO member Ukraine can not 

effectively resist in the future to use the additional 

anti-dumping and countervailing measures from 

the side of the new EU members. It is another 

argument in favor of the necessity of Ukraine’s 

accession to the world trade organization that will 

allow to use the internationally established mecha-

nisms to protect interests in these matters. In con-

nection with the EU expansion for Ukraine be-

comes relevant to the question of trade regime im-

provement  with the EU as a whole. In particular 

about assignment to Ukraine the status of market 

economy state in full. In the long term the so-

lutions to many problems may be the conclusion of 

a free trade agreement between Ukraine and the 

EU which provided the current Agreement on 

partnership and cooperation.

The movement of the EU to the East will be ac-

companied by the introduction of the visa regime 

by the neighboring candidate countries, strength-

ening border control, strengthening the fight against 

illegal migration which affects the interests of mil-

lions our compatriots.

The issue of labor migration regulation and so-

cial protection of Ukraine citizens becomes rele-

vant in this context. By the way after leading of the 

European regulation to the candidate countries of 

this sector will lead to limitation of the employ-

ment opportunities of the Ukraine citizens [1].

On the other hand it is no secret that most of 

labour flow resources of Ukraine to the West is 

illegal labour migration provoking problematic in 

relations of Ukraine with the EU and member 

candidates.

At the same time only just restrictive measures 

by the EU and the candidate countries will not 
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solve the problem of the illegal employment era-

dication of Ukrainian citizens in their territories. 

It is clear that in the near future Ukraine will not 

be able to dramatically reduce unemployment with 

its own forces and significantly improve living stan-

dards. Therefore the proposal of undocumented 

workers from Ukraine will stimulate the demand 

side of the informal sector in the EU.

It is also clear to overcome the illegal labour mi-

gration there is a lack of Ukraine’s efforts. It is 

necessary together with the EU and the candidate 

countries to comprehensively address this prob-

lem: from helping to create working place in Uk-

raine — up to the legalization of labour migration 

flows by increasing the respective quotas. In the 

medium term the establishment of agreements be-

tween Ukraine and EU on labour migration and 

social protection of Ukrainian workers abroad is 

necessary.

Strengthening the fight against illegal migration 

in the enlarged Euroclub, establishing on its bor-

ders the anti-immigration barriers in the form of 

strict border and visa regimes can largely shift the 

burden of this transnational problem in our country. 

Ukraine may turn into the state for illegals storage 

that will destabilize the internal situation. Conse-

quently there is a zone of instability directly beyond 

the borders of the European Union [1].

The struggle of the EU with illegals needs not 

only the establishment of barriers on the Western 

border of Ukraine but also putting in order all the 

borders in Eastern Europe and especially Eastern 

and Northern borders of Ukraine, through which 

the main transit flow of illegals comes to Ukraine.

The introduction of the visa regime may affect 

on the freedom of Ukrainian citizens movement 

and on their welfare.

Visa regime of border crossing procedures, bor-

der control procedures and measures to eliminate 

illegal migration is a common international prac-

tice. But in the Ukraine’s situation the introduc-

tion of visas is combined with the internal prob-

lems: the low level of citizens life forcing them in 

particular to dump at the labour market, participa-

tion in criminal activities, etc.; a lack of legal cul-

ture (behavior of our citizens abroad is a separate 

issue and not a very pleasant conversation). In par-

ticular it explains the desire of EU member states 

and candidate countries to dissociate themselves 

from Ukraine due to the barrier visas and strict 

border control procedures. It is necessary to mini-

mize the negative impact of these EU measures on 

the Ukrainian citizens — primarily to bring in 

correspondence with EU standards an internal 

socio-economic situation in Ukraine.

On the other hand it is necessary to implement 

the specific adaptation measures before introduc-

ing a visa regime with Ukraine: to expand the net-

work of consular offices, to simplify the procedure 

for registration of documents, to establish the op-

timal cost of visas.

Upon the completion of current phase of EU 

expansion the Ukraine’s Western borders will be-

come the Eastern frontier of the European Union. 

It is a qualitatively new political situation which 

will largely determine the nature of the contacts 

with our European partner and also the prospects 

for further development of Ukraine [1].

In the interest of the EU to ensure word and 

stability on its borders, to have as its neighbors, a 

stable, democratic and economically developed 

state with a predictable and friendly foreign policy. 

Therefore we should expect increasing of EU 

political pressure on Ukraine primarily in the di-

rection of strengthening democratic institutions, 

human rights, media freedom, organized crime and 

corruption in the government. Obviously this pres-

sure will most likely feel in the coming months, 

given the upcoming parliamentary elections in 

Ukraine. From their transparency, democracy, in 

conformity with European standards will depend 

the future EU relations with Ukraine and prospects 

of European countries integration in general.

The movement of the EU to the Ukrainian bor-

ders on the background of a Common European 

Policy Security and Defense development will 

allow our state to take a more active part in stren-

gthening security on the continent. Today in the 

sphere of security Ukraine can make a real cont-

ribution to stability in the zone of interests of 

the EU — along the lines of peacekeeping, disaster 

relief situations, strategic transport, etc.

The EU accession of the states with which 

Ukraine has traditionally good relations and re-

ceiving by them the quotas in the governing bodies 

of the Union can contribute the promotion of 

Ukrainian interests in the EU and will allow use  

tested mechanisms for regional cooperation to 

deepen contacts with the European Union.

We should emphasize one important fact. EU 

expansion is accompanied by deepening EU coo-

peration with Russia. Consequently Ukraine’s mo-

vement to Europe, among other things, will define 

by the level and nature of its relations with Russia. 
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In particular it is necessary to deepen economic 

cooperation with Russia for strengthen the natio-

nal economy as a basis for the realization of their 

political aims in Europe [1].

Summary. In general the approach of the EU to 

the Ukrainian borders is objectively strengthen 

the impact of the European Community on Uk-

raine. In political terms this process can be consi-

dered as positive because it contributes the imple-

mentation of the European standards in Ukraine. 

At the same time the transformation of the EU 

can create many problems for Ukraine. It is ob-

vious that the nature and level of cooperation be-

tween Ukraine and the enlarged EU, the prospect 

of Ukrainian European integration will depend 

primarily on internal transformations in Ukraine, 

the conditions creation for stable democratic de-

velopment, the rise of the domestic economy.
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